
WaterSmart Plant List for the Sacramento Region

Very Low, Low, and Moderate Water-Use Plants

Credits and Resources

Calflora, www.calflora.org

Cal Fire, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, www.fire.ca.gov, and Prepare for Wildfire, www.readyforwildfire.org

California Invasive Plant Council, www.cal-ipc.org

California Native Plant Society, www.cnps.org, www.calscape.org (plant database, plants that attract pollinators and host plants)

City of Citrus Heights, Landscape Guidelines

City of Folsom, Environmental and Water Resources, https://www.folsom.ca.us/government/environmental-water-resources

City of Roseville, Environmental Utilities, Stormwater Management Program, Rain Gardens with Creek Friendly Landscaping

City of Roseville, Environmental Utilities - Water Efficiency Division, Water Efficiency Rebates, Cash for Grass Program, www.roseville.ca.us/rebates

City of Sacramento, River-Friendly Landscape Plant List , www.cityofsacramento.org/Utilities/Conservation/Rebates

Cornflower Farms, www.cornflowerfarms.com

Costello, L.R., N.P. Matheny, and J.R. Clark. A Guide to Estimating Irrigation Water Needs of Landscape Plantings in California The Landscape Coefficient 

Method and WUCOLS III , Department of Water Resources Bulletins and Reports, Sacramento, CA, 2000

Costello, L. R., E. J. Perry, N. P. Matheny, J. M. Henry, P.M. Geisel. Abiotic Disorders of Landscape Plants A Diagnostic Guide , University of California, 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, Publication 3420, 2003

County of Sacramento, Department of Water Resources, Stormwater Utility, Stormwater Quality Program, Create your own Rain Garden , July 2009

Devil Mountain Wholesale Nursery, https://devilmountainnursery.com

Dirr, M. A. Manual of Woody Landscape Plants Their Identification, Ornamental Characteristics, Culture, Propagation and Uses , Stipes Publishing L.L.C., 

Champaign, IL, 1998

Allyn, J., A Handbook of Landscape Palms , Great Outdoors Publishing Co., St. Petersburg, FL, 2003

A Homeowner's Guide to a WaterSmart Landscape , Regional Water Authority, www.BeWaterSmart.info

Boething Treeland Farms, www.boethingtreeland.com

Bornstein, C., D. Fross, and B. O'Brien. California Native Plants for the Garden , Cachuma Press, Los Olivos, CA, 2006

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Poisonous Plants, Toxic and Non-Toxic Plants List, https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-

control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants

California Watershed Approach to Landscape Design guide, Association of Professional Landscape Designers California Chapter, apldca.org, apldca.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/G3-APLD-CA-Watershed-Approach.pdf

East Bay Municipal Utility District. Plants and Landscapes for Summer-Dry Climates of the San Francisco Bay Region , East Bay Municipal Utility District, 

Oakland, CA, 2004

Eco-Friendly Landscape Design Plans for the New California Landscape and other resources and tools, created by EcoLandscape California, https://puddle-

stompers.com/waterwonk/new-ca/
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Miridae (Mobile Nursery), https://www.miridae.com

Ingels, Chuck A., Pamela M. Geisel, and Maxwell V. Norton, Technical Editors. The Home Orchard Growing Your Own Deciduous Fruit and Nut Trees , University 

of California Agriculture and Natural Resources, Publication 3485, 2007

Inland Valley Garden Planner, Waterwise Community Center and the Chino Basin Water Conservation District, https://inlandvalleygardenplanner.org

International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), www.isa-arbor.com, and the Western Chapter of ISA, www.wcisa.net

Kemp, B. and Gilman, E. Guideline Specifications for Selecting, Planting, and Early Care of Young Trees , Urban Tree Foundation, California Department of 

Forestry and Fire Protection, and Western Chapter International Society of Arboriculture, 2011

Kent, Douglas, Los Angeles Department of Water & Power, SoCalGas, and The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. California Friendly, A 

maintenance guide for landscapers, gardeners and land managers , Douglas Kent + Associates, Orange, CA, 2017

Landscape Liaisons, Cheryl Buckwalter, landscapeliaisons@gmail.com

Las Pilitas Nursery, www.laspilitas.com

McCall's Nurseries, Inc., www.mccallsnurseries.com

Menzer, K. City of Folsom Tree Identification Reference Handbook , City of Folsom 2011

El Dorado County Xeriscape Handbook , El Dorado County & Georgetown Divide Resource Conservation Districts, 1998

Evergreen Nursery, www.evergreennursery.com

Green Acres Nursery & Supply, www.idiggreenacres.com

Hartin, J., Oki, L., Fujino, D., and Faber, B. Drought Tip, Keeping Plants Alive Under Drought or Water Restrictions , University of California Agriculture and 

Natural Resources, ANR Publication 8553, October 2015

Hartin, J., Geisel, P., Harivandi, A., and Elkins, R. Sustainable Landscaping in California, How to Conserve Resources and Beautify Your Home Landscape , 

University of California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, ANR Publication 8504, March 2014

High Ranch Nursery

Hunter Industries, https://www.hunterindustries.com

Homegrown National Park, https://www.homegrownnationalpark.org

Laws, Angela, Jepsen, S., Cruz, J.K., Code, A., McKnight, S., Pelton, E., Marcum, S., and Black. S.H. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 

www.fws.gov/cno, Xerces Society, www.xerces.org, A Quick Guide to Monarch Habitat on Farms in California's Central Valley

Mader, Eric., Shepherd, M., Vaughan, M., Black, S.H., LeBuhn, G. The Xerces Society Guide Attracting Native Pollinators Protecting North America's Bees and 

Butterflies , Storey Publishing, North Adams, MA, 2011

Monrovia, www.monrovia.com

Mountain States Wholesale Nursery, www.mswn.com

National Audubon Society, www.audubon.org

Everde Growers (previously Village Nurseries), https://everde.com
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River-Friendly Landscaping Green Gardener Training Program

OnlineWebFonts, credit for use of symbol of pollinator, www.onlinewebfonts.com

PlantRight, www.plantright.org

Rain Bird Low-Volume Landscape Irrigation Design Manual , Rain Bird Sales, Inc., Landscape Drip Division, Area of Plant Canopy, 2000

Pollinator Partnership, www.pollinator.org

Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E), Manage Trees & Plants Near Power Lines , https://www.pge.com/en_US/safety/yard-safety/powerlines-and-trees/manage-trees-

and-plants-near-power-lines.page 

Perry, Robert C., Landscape Plants for California Gardens , Land Design Publishing, Claremont, CA, 2010

Pittenger, Dennis R., Editor. California Master Gardener Handbook , University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources, Publication 3382, printed in the 

United States, 2002

PlantMaster, https://plantmaster.com

Sacramento Suburban Water District, The Garden on Eden and Gardens at Howe Park, demonstration gardens and plant lists, www.sswd.org

Sacramento Tree Foundation, www.sactree.org

San Marcos Growers, www.sanmarcosgrowers.com

SaveOurWater, www.saveourwater.com

Schellman, A. and Perry, E. Trees in Your Home Garden, University of California Cooperative Extension, Stanislaus County, A Guide to Choosing & Caring for 

Landscape Trees , SJ Master Gardeners, 953-6112

Tallamy, Douglas W. Bringing Nature Home, Updated and Expanded, How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants , Timber Press, Portland, OR, 2018

Schettler, Suzanne. Fire-Resistant Landscaping: A General Approach and Central Coast Perspective , Fremontia , Volume 38:2/38:3, April 2010/July 2010

SelecTree: A Tree Selection Guide, Tree Standards & Specifications  and Guideline Specifications for Selecting, Planting, and Early Care of Young Trees , Cal 

Poly San Luis Obispo Urban Forest Ecosystems Institute, www.selectree.calpoly.edu

Sunset Plant Collection, https://sunsetplantcollection.com

The Humane Society of the United States, Plants and food that can be poisonous to pets, https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/plants-and-food-can-be-poisonous-pets

Recycled Water Use in the Landscape, Plants with High Tolerance of Salt in Irrigation Water , California Department of Water Resources, www.water.ca.gov

Reid, K. Landscape Lush – News, views and cues on landscaping in California, Keys to Lush Trees: A Good Drink! Tending Your Trees, Part 2 , University of 

California Agriculture and Natural Resources, May 14, 2018

Roseville Urban Forest Foundation, https://rosevilletree.org

Rubin, Greg, and Warren, Lucy. The California Native Landscape, The Homeowner's Design Guide to Restoring Its Beauty and Balance , Timber Press, Portland, 

OR, 2013

Rubin, Greg, and Warren, Lucy. The Drought-Defying California Garden,  230 Native Plants for a Lush, Low-Water Landscape, Timber Press, Portland, OR, 2017

Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD), Free Shade Tree Program, www.smud.org/en/Going-Green/Free-Shade-Trees

Sacramento Region Smart Irrigation Scheduler, www.beyondthedrought.com
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Hatch, Charles, R.Trees of the California Landscape , A Phyllis M. Faber Book, University of California Press, 2007 by The Regents of the University of California

UC Davis California Center for Urban Horticulture, UC Landscape Plant Irrigation Trials (UCLPIT), https://ccuh.ucdavis.edu/uc-field-trials

The Shady Eighty: Trees for a Cooler Sacramento Region , Sacramento Tree Foundation, www.sactree.org

Theodore Payne Foundation, www.theodorepayne.org

University of California Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners, University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources, Information Card: Tree Planting

University of California, Davis, Department of Entomology and Nematology, Haagen-Dazs Honey Bee Haven, 

https://beegarden.ucdavis.edu/BeeGardeningResources

Wait, D. D. Ornamental Plants Their Care, Use, Propagation, and Identification , Copy King Printers, Modesto, CA, 1994

Water-Wise Gardening In the Gold Country Region , www.BeWaterSmart.info

University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources, Cooperative Extension-Sacramento County, Environmental Horticulture Notes.

Time Home Entertainment, Inc., The New Sunset Western Garden Book , 135 West 50th Street, New York, NY, 10020

University of California (UC), Davis, Arboretum All-Stars, www.arboretum.ucdavis.edu

University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources, California Center for Urban Horticulture, and Ewing Irrigation, Tree Ring Irrigation Contraption (TRIC) , 

https://ccuh.ucdavis.edu/tric

Marcia Scott, Soleil Tranquilli, Bernadette Balics, Cheryl Buckwalter, Jan Famestad, Sue Gage Jennings, Sheri Noblett, Steve Zien.

Vicky Bartish, Janet Gerland, Paul Herzog, Chuck Ingels, Barbara Leatham, and to all who take daily actions to advocate, educate, and cultivate thriving 

landscapes and ecosystems that are water efficient, biodiverse, and regenerative.

Xerces Society, https://xerces.org

Western Tree Nursery, Inglett, J., Gilroy and Oroville, CA, https://www.westerntreenurseryinc.com

WaterWonk.us, Lori Palmquist and Linda Brandon

Wu, L. and Dodge, L. A Special Report for the Elvenia J. Slosson Endowment Fund, Landscape Plant Salt Tolerance Selection Guide for Recycled Water 

Irrigation , Department of Plant Sciences, University of California, Davis, CA, 95616, 2005

WUCOLS IV (4th Edition), Water Use Classification of Landscape Species , California Department of Water Resources, University of California Division of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, California Center for Urban Horticulture, 2014, https://ccuh.ucdavis.edu/wucols-db

The 2023 update of the Roseville WaterSmart Plant List - Plants appropriate for the Sacramento Region  - was made possible by the City of Roseville, 

Environmental Utilities, Water Efficiency Division. 

Sincere appreciation is extended to the following contributors:

This body of work is dedicated to and in honor of our friends and colleagues:
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